
 Outdoor Education
 Program Spring 2015

Job Description: Outdoor Education Instructor
General Info: 
Explorer West Middle School, a small independent middle school in southwest Seattle, seeks qualified outdoor 
educators to lead four-day backpacking and camping trips with 6th-8th grade students and faculty in a variety of 
WA regions including Orcas Island, Eastern WA BLM & DNR lands near Ellensburg/Cle Elum, and the Olympic 
National Park coastline. Our format can be described as "No Child Left Indoors" since all students travel to 
various sites on the same days, at the same time.

Position Description:
Adventure is inherently risky; that’s why we do it. But the top priority for any outdoor adventure educator is 
always the safety of the participants and risk assessment, management, & prevention. You will also be teaching 
back country cooking, navigation, the art of camping, decision-making skills, LNT/backcountry ethics, assisting 
with outdoor service projects, following an itinerary, and implementing brief integrated curriculum lessons with a 
faculty co-leader. A combination of school faculty and instructors will lead each learning group of students (8-12 
max) and your group leadership, team-building, and problem-solving skills will be utilized.

Required: 
•Field Dates = June 2 – June 5, 2015, plan on arriving as early as 7am and departing as late as 5pm
•Attend a paid 1/2-day orientation & prep session on campus. This time will include assisting students pack their 
gear (tents, stoves, etc), an orientation with students in your learning group, and an orientation with the outdoor 
education coordinator.  Tentative Date: Friday, May 29, 2015, 12:00pm – 4:30pm.
•First Aid and CPR certifications (minimum)
•Experience with middle school age youth
•Diverse outdoor experience
•Pass a Washington State Patrol background check
•Provide a driving record (at school's expense) and willingness to drive a 10-14 passenger van with students 
and/or gear

Preferred: 
•WFA, WFR, or higher medical certification
•Experience teaching LNT and other wilderness outdoor skills
•Experience leading overnight trips in the above regions

Pay ranges from $100 – $160 per day DOE for 4 field days and $60 for the ½-day prep session.  All outdoor 
educator positions are open until filled. All outdoor educators are paid immediately upon successful 
completion of trips.  Positive performance and feedback could lead to further employment.  

You can learn more about Explorer West and our Outdoor Education Program at www.explorer-west.org.

No calls please. Please submit a cover letter, resume, and 3 references to:

Phil Giammarino
Outdoor Education Coordinator & Summer Program Director
philg@explorer-west.org

mailto:philg@explorer-west.org

