
Redefining 

the Middle 

School  

Experience
How to Apply
Please visit Explorer West’s web site for  
more information about Admissions or 
to apply on-line. 

Claudia Rose, Director of Admission, 
is also available to answer any  
questions at: 

206.935.0495 or  
claudiar@explorer-west.org

10015 28th Ave SW   
Seattle, WA  98146

P: 206.935.0495 
F: 206.932.7113

VISIT US! www.explorer-west.org

Explorer West Middle School does not  
discriminate in any admissions, financial aid or 
hiring on the basis of age, color, creed, disability, 
national or ethnic origin, race, religion, sex  
or sexual orientation.
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Explorer West Middle 
School offers rigorous 
academics and a diverse 
range of enrichment  
programs in a small, vibrant learning 
environment. With a special emphasis on 
the character growth of each student, the 
program fosters confidence and discovery.

Located in West Seattle, the school’s 
award-winning sustainability and outdoor 
education programs inspire adolescents to 
learn how they can positively impact their 
environment and community. Explorer 
West graduates become leaders who  
flourish, both academically and socially,  
at the high schools of their choice.

Mission Statement
Explorer West Middle School embraces 
the energy and enthusiasm of diverse 
young people on the journey to  
adulthood by fostering confidence and 
discovery. Offering the benefits of a 
small learning community, Explorer West 
views the complexity of adolescence as  
a unique window of opportunity to  
develop the academic, creative, and 
social skills required for a sustainable 
future.



Highlights
•  6th – 8th grade collaborative learning  

environment with small class sizes.

•  PNAIS accredited school that meets the 
highest standards for independent schools.

•  Faculty and staff committed to the school’s 
mission and working with middle school 
students.

•  Award-winning Sustainability program.

•  Outdoor education and leadership  
skill development.

•  Providing high school preparatory success 
since 1996. 

•  Newly expanded facility in West Seattle.

•  Economically diverse student body through 
financial aid and endowment programs.

•  Small learning community designed to help 
adolescents thrive – Fostering confidence 
and discovery in adolescence through core  
academics (math, science, English, Latin,  
history, music, art, drama), extra-curricular  
athletics, peer/mentor-based advisory groups 
and outdoor education program.

•  Academic achievement and preparation for 
future learning – Rigorous academics in 
a small, individualized and supportive  
environment so that students can attend and 
prosper at the high schools of their choice.

•  Civic responsibility and community 
involvement - Engaging students through 
the Sustainability curriculum, environmental 
stewardship efforts, and hands-on community 
volunteerism.

Quick Facts
Curriculum:  We offer a full high school prepara-
tory program that includes Music (instrumental and 
vocal), Art, Drama, History/Global Studies, English, 
Latin, Math, Science and PE.

Outdoor Education:  In three years at Explorer 
West, students will develop skills such as:

•  Minimum Impact and Leave No Trace  
camping practices 

• Map reading, navigation skills and basic first aid

•  Leadership and cooperation

•  30 days spent outdoors in three years 

Sustainability: It is central to the mission and 
influences curriculum, community outreach,  
facilities management, student leadership, fund-
raising events, community partnerships, and more. 
Explorer West has been honored both regionally 
and nationally as a leader in the field of  
Sustainability initiatives and curriculum.

Enrollment *
Enrollment: 95 students from 
32 different feeder schools

Average number of  
students per classroom:  16

Student/faculty ratio:  10:1

Financial Aid/Diversity *
Percent of students  
receiving financial aid:   25%

Aid as percentage of  
Total Tuition Revenue:  17%

Students of Color:  24%

Faculty/Staff of color:  29%

Other Things to Know
•  Three years of Latin 

•  90 laptops available for student research

•  Mixed-grade level Advisories

•  Native plant and vegetable garden 

•  Seven different sports teams

•  8th grade trip to Rome, Italy (optional)

•  After school care and clubs

•  Study hall available during school day

•  Over 50% of all students car pool

•  Community service projects

* Based on 2012-13 school year. Updated information is 
available in the FAQ section of web site.

Lead. Explore. Discover.

A few ways that Explorer West “redefines 
the middle school experience.”




